


St. Joseph Neier 

 

Pastor’s Column 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord. “Epiphany” 

means manifestation, revelation. Today we continue the Christmas story 

reading from St. Matthew of the visit of the Magi to Jerusalem. These were 

learned men who studied the stars and were drawn to Jesus by the light of 

an unusual star that led them to Him. The prophet Isaiah in today’s first 

reading speaks of Israel’s Light that has come. Remembering St. John’s 

prologue on Christmas Day, “To His own He came, but His own received Him 

not.” Israel chose to continue to walk in darkness. The Magi symbolize the 

Gentiles who will readily embrace the light. Their three gifts to Jesus, “gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh,” symbolize the newborn King. Gold-symbol of 

royalty, frankincense-the sweet smelling incense offered to God, myrrh – 

costly ointment that prepares the body after death. These strange gifts 

reveal, manifest to us, the Son of God, whose birth brings Light and whose 

death brings us Life. In many parts of the East today our Orthodox family 

celebrates Christmas. Traditionally in the West, today is known as “Little 

Christmas” With St. Nicholas, the Magi’s gifts remind us of the joy of giving 

gifts to those we love. What gift do we bring this day to Jesus? In the hymn, 

In the Bleak Mid-winter, we sing: “What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were 

a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part. 

Yet, what can I give Him? I will give my heart.” As a new year begins, that’s 

the gift Jesus wants from each of us; our hearts ready to acknowledge Him 

as our Light and our salvation. Give Him your heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Confession Times:                   Office: 636.583.2806 

     Saturday          4:00pm – 4:40pm                      Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337 

Saturday Mass:    5:00pm                               Website: stjosephneier.com           

Sunday Mass:      10:30am                                  Email:  parishoffice@stjosephneier.com 

Weekday Masses:  Monday – Wednesday – NO MASS        Thursday – Friday – 6:30am  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________               
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Rev. Peter Blake, Pastor &  

Rev. Eric Kunz, Senior Associate Pastor 

http://www.stjosephneier.com/
mailto:parishoffice@stjosephneier.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Column Cont… 

 

On the Feast of Epiphany there is an old tradition of marking the door of your 

house with blessed chalk. Known as the “Epiphany Blessing,” you simply 

follow the instructions on the sheet provided. You mark the door with the 

century “20” followed by “+ C (for Caspar) + M (for Melchior) + B (for 

Balthasar)” followed by the year “+24” So above the door in chalk should 

read, 20+C+M+B+24. Instructions are available in the bulletin and chalk will 

be available to pick up on your way out of Church. 

 

With the Feast of Epiphany we come to the end of the Christmas Season. 

We have once again relived the story of shepherds and angels, no room in 

the inn, Jesus born in the lowliness of a stable and given a manger for a bed, 

three Wise Men following a star, and the manifestation of Jesus as the Light 

that shines in the darkness. This week all of the Christmas decorations will 

come down and put away for another year. Once again I want to thank all 

who have made Christmas at Neier such a beautiful place to celebrate. 

 
God Bless, Happy New Year! 

Please remember to pray 3 Hail Marys 
Fr. Pete 

 

 
 

The New Year’s Day Country Church Tour 
 

We had 80-85 people from the area stop in to view our beautiful Church. 

There were some of the same people from prior years, but we also had quite 

a few new people stop in who have never been to our Church. Everyone 

seemed to really like the tinsel and our Memorial Angel Trees. Judy 

Brueggemann provided a DVD of our Church history and that was played 

throughout the day. Thank you to the Ladies Sodality for taking the lead on 

this event every year. It is great to be able to share the beauty of our Church, 

and we couldn’t do that without our many volunteers. Thank you to 

everyone that was involved with this very successful event! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAT 

 
 

JAN 
6 

6:30AM MASS 

MASS INTENTION 
URBAN FREISE 

 
 

 

6:30AM MASS 

MASS INTENTION 
LEO BRUEGGEMANN 

 

 

5:00PM MASS 

MASS INTENTION 
PARISH FAMILY OF  

ST. JOSEPH 
 

LECTOR 
JIM NOELKER  

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
JEANNE DIERKING 

JO NOELKER 

THERESA STRAATMANN 
 

10:30AM MASS 

MASS INTENTION 
MARGE HANKINS 

 
 

LECTOR 
AMIE KOHLBUSCH 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
PATTI GREIFE 

JEFF BAKER 

CHRIS BLOCK 

 

 

THURS 

 
 

JAN 

SUN 

 
 

JAN 

FRI 

 
 

JAN 

SAT 

 
 

JAN 

SUN 

 
 

JAN 

11 

12 

13 

14 

7 

 

5:00PM MASS 

MASS INTENTION 
PARISH FAMILY OF  

ST. JOSEPH 
 

LECTOR 
THERESA STRAATMANN 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
VIOLA SCHROEDER 

JIM NOELKER 

CHERYL VOSS 
 

10:30AM MASS 

MASS INTENTION 
JOSEPH & MATHILDA FETH 

 
 

LECTOR 
LISA BOCKLAGE 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
CHRISTY BAKER 

JEN KISSINGER 

TIM FETH 

 
 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

SATURDAY 

• 4:15PM – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – UNION  

• 5:00PM – ST. JOSEPH – NEIER 

SUNDAY 

• 7:00AM – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – UNION 

• 8:30AM – ST. CLARE – ST. CLAIR  

• 10:00AM – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - UNION 

• 10:30AM – ST. JOSEPH - NEIER 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UNION KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

 

 

January 
 

• Sunday, January 7th         
o Bartender Meeting – After 10:30am 

Mass – Parish Hall 
 

• Wednesday, January 10th         
o PSR – 6:30pm – 7:45pm – Parish Hall 
o Rosary – 6:45pm – Church  

 
 

• Thursday, January 11th    
o Quilters – 8am – 1pm &                    

7pm – 9pm – Quilter’s Room 
o Finance Meeting – 5:30pm – Hall 
o Parish Council Mtg – 6:30pm – Hall  

 

• Monday, January 15th            
o Parish Office Closed  

 

• Monday, January 15th – Monday, 
January 22nd  
o Fr. Pete on Vacation 

 

• Wednesday, January 17th         
o PSR – 6:30pm – 7:45pm – Parish Hall 

 

• Thursday, January 18th         
o NO 6:30am Mass 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

Union Knights of 
Columbus 

 
January 

Monday, January 8th    
Board Meeting  •  7:30pm – Lounge 

 

 

Wednesday, January 10th 

Council Meeting  •  7:30pm – Hall 
 

Sunday, January 14th 

Breakfast 
7:30am – 11:30am   •   All you can eat 

Adults $12   •   Children (6-12) $6 
Children under 6 FREE 

February 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


