May 7, 2023

LT Y Acts6d-7 / 1Peter2:4-9 / John 14:1-12
I know a Catholic couple who wanted to celebrate their
sacrament of matrimony at a Mass in a forest, but the bishop
didn’t allow it. Why not marry in God’s creation?

A marriage between Catholics or between a Catholic and a baptized
non-Catholic is usually celebrated in a parish church. It can be
celebrated in another church or oratory with the bishop or pastor’s
permission. A marriage between a Catholic and an unbaptized person
can be celebrated in a church or another suitable place, although a
Catholic church remains the preferred place for the celebration.

Why is the parish church the preferred site for the celebration? For
Catholics, matrimony is a sacrament—one of the seven sacred signs through which God communicates love to us.
When Catholics ask God to bind their union as a sacrament, the couple’s love for each other is a sign of God’s love for
both, and their union is also a continuous sign of Christ’s love for the Church. Thus, the church as a “house of God,”
which contains the presence of Christ, is revered as the most sacred place to make this most sacred commitment.
Marriage, according to Pope Francis in a 2015 General Audience, “is not merely a ceremony in a church, with flowers,
a dress, photographs....Christian marriage is a sacrament that takes place in the Church, and which also makes the
Church, by giving rise to a new family community....[Saint] Paul says that the love between spouses is an image of
the love between Christ and his Church. An unimaginable dignity!” =

s}
4
F
4
T
]
9
(s}
%
>
H
]
z
i)
-3
z
z
H
z
°
3
E
Q
2
O
2
z
z
5
(o}
9
2
o

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR [ DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Acts 14:5-18 Acts 14:19-28 Acts 15:1-6 Acts 15:17-21 Acts 15:22-31 Acts 16:1-10 of Easter FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

In 14:21-26 In 14:27-31a Jn 15:1-8 Jn 15:9-11 Jn15:12-17 In 15:18-21 Acts 8:5-8,
14-17 ome would say that the purpose of life is Silas comes when he is needed the least and leaves
1Pt3:15-18 s to save one’s soul. And certainly we should ~ when his presence would be most helpful, all of which

try, with the grace of God, to live our lives frustrates Warren. In the poem Silas has returned, and

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

[Jesus] knows that, in life, the worst anxiety, anguish, arises
from the sensation of not being able to cope, of feeling alone and
without points of reference when faced with events. We cannot
overcome this anguish alone...and this is why Jesus asks us to
have faith in him, that is, to lean not on ourselves but on him.

Jn 14:15-21

REGINA CAELI, ST. PETER’S SQUARE, MAY 10, 2020
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Mary thinks it will be his last time, that he is dying.
She says to Warren that theirs is the only home Silas
has. Warren simply shakes his head as if to gently mock
the idea of home: “Home is the place where, when you
have to go there, / They have to take you in.” Mary says
it differently, “I should have called it / Something you
somehow haven’t to deserve.”

Is that not also the promise of Jesus? “In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places.
If there were not, would | have told

in such a way that we avoid evil and do good in order to
do our part in building God’s kingdom on earth. At the
same time, we must remember that it is God who saves
us. We don’t save ourselves. Eternal life and happiness
are byproducts of loving others. If the focus of one’s
life is to be happy, one never achieves it. If one seeks to
serve others, however, happiness seems to find us. So
also eternal life.

Robert Frost’s “The Death of a Hired

Man” is a poem about Silas, an aging Where d; y;)ufeel truly

drifter farmhand, and Warren and th di you that | am going to prepare a place
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Rer. Tromas,_ F Wissler, Pastor 2023

Weekday: 6:30am Office: 636.583.2806
Saturday: 5:00pm Website: stiosephneier.com
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com
Confessions — Saturday Father Tom's Cell: 636.744.5587

4:00pm - 4:40pm Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337
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From Fr. Tom,

Our church, like most old churches, has beautiful stained glass
windows depicting biblical scenes. | read somewhere that one
of the purposes of stained glass windows was to help teach the
people about special moments in the life of Christ, Mary, and
significant moments in scripture. Imagine the arfist making the
windows way back then. I'll bet their work was holy and prayerful
as they constantly looked at the sacred images that would slowly
come into view! Now, imagine God watching us today as we
grow in our faith. Each human person as a piece of beautiful
glass being placed by His hands (if we let Him) to form a gorgeous
picture of faith, hope, and love. All the pieces in a stained glass
window are held in place by a bead of soft lead carefully joining
the edges while still allowing the color to shine through. It is the
grace of God that holds us together (again, if we let Him)
creating a beautiful, holy scene. When others look at the way
we live, are they able to see the beauty of God? Let's hope so.
And maybe, they will want to be a part of it...evangelization!
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Please pray for those who are sick in our parish and families:

Betty Bean Marceus Lowe
Shirley Beckman Eldo Meyer
Valerie Broeker Y iy Jean Oldavi
Anna Marie Brueggemann ; Alice Rolj
Chris Elbert Ashley Shelton.
Cynthia, F aust Marcig Shollenberger
Lanny Girardier [/ Courtniey Smith,
Zachery Goosage = Special Intention 1
Benny Hammer Special, Intention 2

Andrew Hellebusch Special Intention 3
Marcia Herbst gl Erica, Sterling
Brandon Huels George West
Olivie. Jasper Sr. Georgiann Wildhaber, SSND
Rick Just Dawid, Young
Ashley Koelling Sheri Zambruski

Please pray for those serving our country:

* Wk

Adam Amato Caleb Logsdon
Jamie Michael Miller
Brueggemann Mich IM h
Murpky ichae urphy

. Reese Pellin

Andy Davis sk

Taylor Donner Owen Struckhoff

Emily Guenther Luke Stuesse
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Thank you for your generosity!
/"—-\s/

= Donations for General Fund

\’ April 24 - 30, 2023

‘ Regular Offering Envelopes: (61) $ 2,831.00

A \ Regular Offering Loose: $ 100.00 e
Rental Income: M 3 550.00 4
Online Giving*: ® $ 277.18 '
Total: $ 3,758.18

A

*With Transaction Fees Removed.
(Number of Contrlbutors)

Ay A~ Thank you for

/‘//JJ
&4 your generosity!
Donations for
Restricted Funds:
April 24 - 30

Vif’]’ll Flnanelals

April 2023 Expenses

S  24,652.67
Total Unrestricted Revenue §  21,332.06
Difference §  (3,320.61)
S
S

Capital Maintenance &
Preservation(1)
$50.00

5,490.95
2,170.34

| Toftal Restricted Funds Used for Expenses

Catholic Education (2¥)
$63.67

*Online Giving

Difference

A huge to the Jeffriesburg 4H Electric (1)
club!! They cleaned the headstones in the $40.00
cemetery and it looks Prop. of Faith (1)
for all the projects you help $20.00

with at St. Joseph’s!!

THIS WEEK'S MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, May 8*
NO MASS HAVE A VERY BLESSED MONDAY

Tuesday Morning, 9"
6:30AM  VINCENT DONNER

Wednesday Morning, May 10"
6:30AM  RANDY UNNERSTALL

Thursday Morning, May 11t

I 6:30AM FOR THE INTENTIONS OF JUNE, RHET & ELLY HIDRITCH I

Friday Morning, May 12t

6:30AM GLENNON GETTEMEYER

May ~ The month of Mary

MASS TIMES | THIS WEEKEND | NEXT WEEKEND

| 5:00pm Saturday May 6 May 13
Mass Intention: | Parish Family of St. Joseph | Arthur, Virginia, Dennis & Karen Voss
Lector: Amber Gerlemann Judy Brueggemann
. .. Kathy Feth Jo Noelker
Eucharistic Ministers: Y .
Joan Kloeppel Jim Noelker
| 8:00am Sunday May 7 May 14

Al & Christine Miesner | Paul Brueggemann & Doug Smith
Michelle Young
Vi Schroeder

Mass Intention: |
Lector: Amie Kohlbusch
Jeanne Dierking

Eucharistic Ministers:

| 10:00am Sunday

Chris Block VOLUNTEER

Mass Intention: | Theo Feth | Parish Family of St. Joseph
Lector: Jen Kissinger Lisa Bocklage
Jeff Baker Christine Baker

Eucharistic Ministers:

VOLUNTEER Jeff Baker




An update on All Things
New & the establishment of
vicariates is available in the

back of church on green

paper. This was also
emailed on Friday. If you
would like to be added to
the email list, please let
Sarah know. Thanks!

e S$aturday, May 6'"
o Wedding Reception

e Sunday, May 7**

o Ladies Sodality Meeting

9am - Parish Hall
e Tuesday, May 9*"

o Dinner Auction Meeting — 7pm —

Parish Hall
e Wednesday, May 10*"

o PSR Mass & Ice Cream Social —
6:30pm — 7:45pm — Church &
Hopefully Outside — LAST PSR CLASS
FOR THIS YEAR - Please watch the
bulletin & Facebook page for more
information regarding next year PSR
information & news

e Thursday, May 11**

o Blood Drive (if we have enough

donors) — 2pm — 6pm - Parish Hall
e Sunday, May 14*"

o Happy Mother’s Day
o First Communion — 10am Mass —
Church

WCU - Needed

Good Stuffed Animals
for our WCU Stand

For more information, contact
Kathy Feth: 314-971-3917
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cleaned, church last weekend:

Ellen Birke © Karen Dierting © Gerry Donner
Theresa Flagg € Cavie Grus € Sarah Johnson

Thank you. to the jollowing ladies who

Please keep the 2nd Grade Class in
your prayers as they prepare for

00044'6 CBuene cg{wu@ Denner
Cote Shranch
Brantley Guss  SFadic Sehimitt

May 14, 2023 | 10am Mass
St. Joseph Neier Church

Union Knights of
Columbus

Wednesday, May 10"

Council Meeting e 7:30pm — Hall

Sunday, May 14"

Breakfast
7:30am - 11:30am e All you can eat

Adults $10 e Children (6-12) $5
Children under 6 FREE

Union Knights of Columbus
Mother’s Doy
Breakfast

Sunday, May 14%"
7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
700 Clearview Dr.
Union, MO 63084
Serving:

Eggs, Sausage, Ham, Biscuits and Gravy,
Potatoes, Pancakes, and Cinnamon Rolls

Adults - $12 Kids - $6

The public is welcome

Saturday, May 20*"
Pork Steak BBQ e Hall Parking Lot






