Dearn Pade,

I recently moved to a parish that includes a
large Mexican community that’s known for
their annual posadas event. What is that?

as posadas, a nine-day novena preparation for the celebration of
Christmas, begins December 16 and ends Christmas Eve.

Posada is Spanish for “inn.” The ceremony remembers Mary and Joseph’s
trip to Bethlehem and their difficulty finding a place to stay. Posadas are
celebrated in many ways, but the traditional celebration involves a group of
people, the “pilgrims,” going to several houses, knocking on the door, and
asking for posada. The pilgrims sing the part of Joseph as he explains their
situation and asks for a place to stay. The people inside sing back that they
have no room and that the pilgrims should just move on.

On the last night, the people in the last house recognize that Mary is the
Queen of Heaven and that the child she carries is the Savior of the World.
They invite the pilgrims inside and hold a prayer service that may include a
Scripture reading or the rosary. The celebration ends with food and singing.

This tradition is more than a folksy reenactment of Joseph and Mary’s search
for lodging—it’s a solemn dramatization by women and men who believe God
searches with them, a touching
ceremony that can help Christians
today see the real needs of those who
live without the security of a home,
health insurance, or a steady job.

Fr. Patrick Keyes, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Do you have a question
for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your

question and to learn more about
Dear Padre.

A WORD FROM Po;a@ Francis

Many Christians have that face...from a funeral wake,
a face of sadness. But Christ is risen! Christ loves you!
And you have no joy? Let us think a bit about this and

| let us ask: “Do { have joy because the Lord is close to
me, because the Lord loves me, because the Lord has
redeemed me?”
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Calende
Monday
DECEMBER 13
St Lucy,
Virgin and Martyr
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a
Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday
DECEMBER 14
St. John of the Cross,
Priest and Doctor
of the Church
Zep 3:1-2,9-13
Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday
DECEMBER 15
Advent Weekday
Is 45:6b-8, 18,
21c-25
Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday
DECEMBER 16
Advent Weekday
Is 54:1-10
Lk 7:24-30
Friday
DECEMBER 17
Advent Weekday
Gn 49:2, 8-10
Mt 1:1-17
Saturday
DECEMBER 18
Advent Weekday
Jer 23:5-8
Mt 1:18-25
Sunday
DECEMBER 19
Fourth Sunday
of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a
Heb 10:5-10
Lk 1:39-45
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. Third Sunday of Advent (C)
| Zep3:14-18a

Joy to the World!

his is the Sunday of joy, Gaudete Sunday. In the

first reading, the people are told to “Shout for joy”
because “the LORD is in your midst” (Zephaniah 3:14—
15). The psalm response tells us to “cry out with joy
and gladness: for among you is the great and holy one
of Israel” (see Isaiah 12). The second reading directs
us to “rejoice in the Lord always” because “the Lord is
near” (Philippians 4:4-5). In the Gospel, we see that
“the people were filled with [messianic] expectation,”
even wondering “whether John might be the Messiah”
(Luke 3:15). All John could say was that “one mightier
than I is coming” (3:16).

So today, what are we waiting for this Sunday and
how is God present? We know that God is already
present with us in many ways: in the Church and
sacraments; in the lives of good people we know; in

The LORD, your God, is in
your midst...Who will rejoice
over you with gladness, and
renew you in his love.
ZEPHANIAH 3:17

COMMUNITY jwsws

the depths of our hearts. And so, we rejoice. We also
know that the story of salvation is unfinished. There
are still so many evils from which we must be saved.
When you think of them, what’s at the top of your list?
We are eager for God to come into our lives anew
to comfort us and strengthen us. We know we cannot
do it alone. Even as we wait for the day of salvation to
dawn, we rejoice for we know that it came before and
will come again. That’s why we sing “Joy to the World.”
Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

% Think of a few ways you have experienced God’s
goodness in your life. Rejoice and give thanks for
these blessings.

What are your hopes for the day of salvation?
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Office: 636.583.2806
Website: stjosephneier.com

Weekday: 6:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am
Confessions - Saturday
4:00pm - 4:40pm

Email: parishoffice@stiosephneier.com
Father Tom's Cell: 636.744.5587
Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337
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From Fr. Tom,

“Here’s a little song | wrote. You might wanna sing it note for note.
Don't worry... be happy.” This is the opening line of lyrics for the hit
song, “Don’'t worry, be happy” written and recorded by Bobby
McFerrin way back in 1988. The prophet Zephaniah tell his listeners to
do the same thing and to shout for joy and sing joyfully. When was
the last time we did anything like that? Nowadays, those joyful shouts
have been at a minimum. There doesn’t seem to be much to joyfully
shout about. Today, this Third Sunday of Advent, we are told to
REJOICE in the Lord always. Tough to do when we just don't feel it.
We get angry and upset about politics, news of international military
buildups, senseless school shootings, massive shopliftfing, and the list
goes on. So, what do we do? Perhaps we canremember these three
simple words: with, near, and always. God is WITH us, he is NEAR to
us, and it is ALWAYS that way! If preachers simply tell their
congregations to rejoice, and leave it at that, failure is imminent. But
if we preach and understand the real closeness of God, then
rejoicing will come abundantly from within.
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Bethy Bean ®  Brandon Huels
Shirley Beckiman ®  Olivia Jasper

Anna Marie Brueggemann ®  TRick Just

Fay Calkins ®  Alisha Koellivg
Pegay Collins ®  Dowma Mackey
Javet Eckstein Hannigan ®  Jacob WMcMallin
Chris Elvert ®  Jeamn Oldani
Cyvthia Faust ®  Norwa Jeav Salvine
KJ Frost ®  Ashley Shelton

Kim Ganm ®  Warisa Shollenberger
Glen Gettemeyer ®  Special Tutewntion 1
Zachery Goosage ®  Special Iutention 2
Bill Greife ®  Xarew Waters
Andrew Hellebusch ®  (Georae West

Pat Hiatt ®  Sheri Zambruski

Please also pray for those serving our Country

Adam Amato ®  Taylor Dovver
Watthew Blankenship ®  Wichael Murphy
Jamie Brueggemann Marplhy ®  Sam Swith
Andy Davis ® | nke Stuesse
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/Thank you for your generosity!\

e

Donations for General Fund

December 1 -5, 2021

Tithes &
Offerings

Regular Offering Envelopes: (76) % 482512 . -

Regular Offering Loose: % 62.00 M gBaC&

All Saints: M s 10.00 ta gﬂd

All Souls: (1) % 10.00

Immuaculate Conception: (1) % 15.00

Rental Income: (1 % 478.00 /( \

Online Giving": ) s 259  Thank you for your

Total: $ 562608 generosity!
,-"'_""'-.._______.w'

*With Transaction Fees Removed.
(Number of Contributors)

Pecgmber
“@gneral Fund”
Collgetions

DECEMBER 5, 2021

DECEMBER 12, 2021
DECEMBER 19, 2021
DECEMBER 25, 2021

$5,626.08
$ TBD
$ TBD
$ TBD

Donations for Restricted
Funds: December 1 -5

Capital Maintenance &
Preservation (12)
$50.00

Catholic Education (1%)
$23.97

*Online Giving

Cemetery (1)
$50.00

Christmas Flowers (5)
$50.00

Archdiocese Collections

Retired Religious (1)

$50.00
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This Weekend

Saturday, Peecember 11
5:00pm Mass
Alfonso Pagano

dunday, Pegegmber 12
8:00am Mass
Kathy Brueggemann

Mass Intention: Mass Intenfion:

Lector: Judy Brueggemann

Have a very

blessed week!!

Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.

Lector: Michelle Young

10:00am Mass

Parish Family of St. Joseph

Mass Intenfion:

Lector:

Marilyn Rau

Responsorial Page

Psalm 26

Enfrance #126 Immaculate Mary P'epzf;,?" of | %696 Song Of Mary

Communion #332 Taste And See Recessional #125 Hail, Holy Queen

This Week's Mass Intentions

Monday, December 13 Tuesday, December 14 - 6:30am
NO MASS Jane Berghorn

Wednesday, December 15 - 6:30am Thursday, December 16 - 6:30am
Friday, December 17 - 6:30am
Virginia & Jim Grant and Margaret & Norvil Pillen

Next Weekend

Saturday, Pecgmber 18
5:00pm Mass
Parish Family of St. Joseph

dunday, Peecgmber 19
8:00am Mass
Joe & Gladys Helmig

Mass Intention: Mass Intenfion:

Lector: Lector: Viola Schroeder

10:00am Mass

Ronald Salvino
VOLUNTEER

Karen Gerlemann

Reach out to
someone you miss!

Mass Intenfion:

Lector:
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o $unday, December 12"
o $PECIAL COLLECTION -
Partners in Child Devt.
(Catholic Education)
o Midnight Mass Procession Practice —

1lam — 1 pm — Choir Loft
o Union KofC Breakfast — 7:30 - 11:30am

MING EVENTS

v -

Tuesday, December 14*"
o Parish Council Meeting — 6pm

Wednesday, December 15"
o Finance Meeting — 5:30pm
o PSR - 6:30pm — 7:45pm
o SANTA - 7:15 — 7:45pm - Hall

$unday, December 19*"
o DONUT $UNDAY - Sponsored by:
The Ladies Sodality — Between
Masses

o Midnight Mass Procession Practice —
11lam — 1 pm — Choir Loft

th
Monday, December 20

o Decorate Church for Christmas

St. Anthony Students Present:
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Only 2 weeks until
Christmas!

Polar Plunge 1.8.2022
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HELP WANTED!

Borgia High School is looking for reliable, hardworking
individuals (2 of them) to add to our cafeteria staff. Pay is
approximately $12/hours and hours are 7:30am — 2:00pm.
These employees work on a school schedule, so you’re off
when the kiddos are off! If you or someone you know may
be interested, please email foodservice@borgia.com.

DECEMBER

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Preservation Fund

Capital Maintenance &

Partners in Child
Development
(Catholic Education)

Seminary
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Midnight Mass

Procession Practice
Sunday,

December 12th

Anyone interested,
please come up to the
church choir

1lam — Ipm

Sunday,
December 19t

St. ouis.Ctrdina
uilt Raffle

SIGNED BY OZ.

'8 Drawing will
Wednesday, De

TichEts are available to ’
purchase, in the back of church

GOOD LUCK!

NEW YEAR COUNTRY
CHURCH TOUR 2022

Join us for a day for
visitors to travel around to the
local parishes and
enjoy their beautiful Christmas
décor and traditions.

January 1, 2022 11:00am-3:00pm

CHURCH TOUR AND TIMES THEY WILL OPEN

ASSUMPTION CHURCH-NEW HAVEN
ST. ANN CHURCH-CLOVER BOTTOM
ST. GERTRUDE CHUR CH-KRAKOW
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH-VILLA RIDGE
ST. FRANCIS BORGIA CHURCH-WASHINGTON
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH-AUGUSTA
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH-UNION
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH-WASHINGTON
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH-DUTZ OW
ST. ANTHONY CHURCH-SULLIVAN
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH-NEIER
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH-NEW HAVEN

CHURCHES THAT WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THE

FOR ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT
CONNIE RIGG FROM ST. ANN CHURGH
EMAIL: RIGGBC@YAHOO0.COM
PHONE: 636-667-1537
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Union Knights of Columbus
~ DECEMBER EVENTS ~

~ This Sunday ~
cg)am?‘ely, Decerber 72%

Breakfast
7:30am — 11:30am ¢ All you can eat
Adults $9 ¢ Children (6-12) $4
Children under 6 FREE

Council Christmas Party
4pm — Cochtail Hour ¢ 6pm — Dinner
Please bring a covered dish

/:;‘réz’&vy, Decenber 24%

Lounge open ¢ 12pm — 6pm




Rosary before Saturday evening Mass

We continue to honor Mary by reciting the
Rosary before the 5 pm Mass on Saturday
evening. Now, more than ever, we need
prayers to end abortion, deadly viruses, the
return of those who have left the church
and any special intentions one might have.
If anyone would consider leading the
Rosary please contact Jim or Jo Noelker at
636-283-1100.
We could use more volunteers to help
with this devotion to Mary. Thank you!

Monday, December 20t
Beginning at 8am

Join us for d¢coratifs g the Church

¢5” Church Grounds for Christmas.

Questions, call Amie Kohlbusch @
314.960.5093

All

are

welcome.
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D©nut Sunday

The Ladies Sodality would
like to thank YOU for your
support of all of our
fundraisers this past year!

To do that, we would like to
invite you to join us for
donuts, coffee, and
fellowship on

Sunday, December 19th
after 8am Mass

Before the Christmas festivities begin,
take a little time to slow down and
enjoy your friendships at St. Joseph.

We hope to see you there!

Holiday Mass Schedule

Friday, December 24" = Christmas Eve Mass — 5:00pm
Lector: Michelle Young

Saturday, December 25" = Midnight Mass — 12:00am
Lector: Karen Gerlemann

Saturday, December 25" = Christmas Morning — 10:00am
Lector: Viola Schroeder

Saturday, December 25" = NO 5:00pm Mass

Sunday, December 26" - 8:00am & 10:00am Mass
8:00am Lector: Dennis Randolph
10:00am Lector: Lisa Bocklage

Friday, December 31t = Mary, Mother of God — 5:00pm
Lector: Jim Noelker

Saturday, January 1t = Mary, Mother of God — 10:00am
Lector: Judy Brueggemann

Saturday, January 1*t = 5:00pm Mass
Lector: Amber Gerlemann

Sunday, January 2" - 8:00am & 10:00am Mass
8:00am Lector: Jim & Chris Block
10:00am Lector: Patti Greife




