I unsuccessfully tried using a clover to explain
the Trinity to a non-Catholic relative. She says
the leaves are separate and share a single stem,
so it doesn’t mean they’re one entity. How can I
help her understand?

L egend tells us St. Patrick used a
shamrock to speak about the God
who is one and three, but that doesn’t
mean everyone will find the clover imagery
convincing. It took hundreds of years, many
arguments, and multiple Church councils
to refine the basic outline of orthodox
Christian belief in the Trinitarian nature of
God. So, it’s no great shock that you can’t
easily break it down into convincing sound
bites for a resistant relative.

You should concentrate on the way
humans came to know the Trinitarian God, how we have encountered the God
who is at once Father, Son, and Spirit in the events of history and revelation.
In sharing the way Christians have gradually understood what we do about
the nature of the God who saves us, you can speak of how that understanding
leads us to pray. Perhaps you can relate the Trinitarian concept to something
more recognizable: the idea of a father and son, and the spirit of love that
exists between them and also pours from them.

At our liturgies, we have a distinct pattern of praying to the Father, through
the Son, in the Spirit. There’s more than a shamrock to discuss in all of that.
And remember the Creed we pray each Sunday. Discussions like yours are
what the Creed was made for.

Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM Pop@ Francés

God loves each one of us even when we make mistakes
and distance ourselves from him, God the Father loves the
world so much that, in order o save it, he gives what is
most precious to him: his only-begotten Son...The Trinity
is therefore love, wholly at the service of the world.
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Calendan

Monday
MAY 31
Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Zep 3:14-18a
or Rom 12:9-16
Lk 1:39-56

Tuesday
JUNE1
St. Justin, Martyr
Tb 2:9-14
Mk 12:13-17

Wednesday
JUNE 2
Weekday
Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a
Mk 12:18-27

Thursday
JUNE 3
St. Charles Lwanga and
Companions, Martyrs
Th 6:10-11; 7:1bcde,
9-17; 8:4-9a
Mk 12:28-34

Friday
JUNE 4
Weekday
Tb 11:5-17
Mk 12:35-37

Saturday
JUNE 5
St. Boniface,
Bishop and Martyr
Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20
Mk 12:38-44

Sunday

JUNE 6
The Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ

(Corpus Christi)
Ex 24:3-8
Heb 9:11-15

Mk 14:12-16, 22-26
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‘; i The Most Holy Trinity (B)
{""’ | Dt4:32-34,39-40

{ Rom 8:14~-17
Mt 28:16-20

Ask from one end of the sky to the other:
Did anything so great ever happen before? Was it ever heard of?
DEUTERONOMY 4:32

Wow!

S ome might think that “Wow!"” is an inappropriate,
even irreverent response, when talking about
God. But what words would be appropriate? There are
no words, there are no precise doctrinal statements
that even come close to identifying God. The readings
for today’s feast invite us to ponder, not define, this
mystery.

The people at the time of Moses had no concept of
a Trinitarian God. However, they were convinced that
God worked in their lives. They believed they had been
delivered from bondage by God, invited into a special
relationship with God, and promised by God a long and
fruitful life in a land they could call their own. In other
words, they were cared for by God, who demonstrated
again and again that they were loved. The Gospel
story tells of how Jesus entrusted his disciples with the
mission he himself had exercised during his lifetime.

What once might have been considered the special
privilege of the nation of Israel was now seen as a
promise for all nations. All people could now rely on
God’s care for them and God’s ever-present love. Saint
Paul identifies this privilege as the Spirit of adoption.

Today’s readings may not paint a clear picture of
God or provide a precise definition. God is far beyond
any picture or definition. However, each reading gives
us a glimpse into the way God works in our lives—
inviting us into intimacy, caring for us, loving us.
Wow!

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Spend time thinking how your life has been
blessed with goodness.

Pray the Glory Be slowly and thoughtfully.
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Weekday: 6:30am Office: 636.583.2806
Saturday: 5:00pm Website: stiosephneier.com
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com
Confessions — Saturday Father Tom's Cell: 636.744.5587

4:00pm - 4:40pm Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337
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From Fr. Tom,

“In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.” The
Trinity, one God in three persons, is one of the basic doctrinal
truths that exist in our faith. In the bible, there are references
obviously to God as “Father, Abbaq,” and references to the Son,
and as we heard last week at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit.
Historically, the Trinity was not an official part of our Catholic
Christian doctrine until the late fourth century. The ancient
Greeks had beliefs that their gods and goddesses ruled over
various aspects of creation and earthly life, but they were not
lovingly involved in the daily lives of humans like God himself is
with us. Let's pay special attention to the Gospel today when
Jesus tells his disciples about their duty as messengers of God'’s
word. They are to be public spreaders and teachers of the
Word. They are gone now, so Jesus' words to them now must fall
to us, without exception.
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®  Awia WMarie Brueggeman ®  Jean Oldawi

®  Olivia Jasper ®  Shirley Beckmav

®  Zachery Goosage ® Yaren Waters

® Henry Tobben ®  Jacob McWullin

® Bl Greife ®  Andrew Hellebusch

®  Brandov Huels ®  Ashley Shelton

®  Pethy Bean ® KJ Frost

®  Warisa Shollenberger ® Special Tntention 1

®  (Cywthia Faust ®  Joyce Stuesse

®  Sheri Zambruski ®  Jasow Pellin

®  (hris Elbert ®  ¥im Gawm

®  (Glen Gettemeyer ® (George West

®  Alisha Koelling ®  Downa Mackey
\ ®  Special Tutention 2 /

Please also pray for those serving our Country:

®  Watthew Blankeuship ®  Wichael Murphy
®  Taylor Dowver ®  Andy Davis
®  Jamie Brueggemann Murphy ®  Sam Swmith
® | uke Stuesse ®  Adam Amato
gy —e— /
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

| —
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/ Thank you for your generosity! \ Tithes &

T .
Donations for General Fund Offel‘lngj
May 23, 2021
Regular Offering Envelopes: $ 2.909.00 W g}“C&
Regular Offering Loose: $ 34.00
Ascension: $ 70.00 ta gﬂd
First Offering: $ 20.00
Rental Income: $ 799.00 .
Online Giving: $ 663.23 M
Total: $ 4,495.23 THANK YOU, VETERANS!

f—"--....________.f‘

\ *With Transaction Fees Removed. j I""l"“'"""""“

May “Ggngral Fund” Collgetions

MAY 2, 2021 $4,297.53 MAY 9, 2021 $4,647.86
MAY 16, 2021 $2,591.91 May 23, 2021 $4,495.23
May 30, 2021 $ TBD TOTAL FOR MAY $16,032.53

-

Thank you for your generosity!

Donations for Restricted Funds

May 23, 2021
Catholic Education: $50.00
Cemetery Maintenance: $60.00

This Weekend

Saturday, May 29

Mass
Intention:

Leonard Feth

5:00pm Mass 8:00am Mass

dunday, May 30

Mass
Intention:

Parish Family of St. Joseph

Lector: Karen Gerlemann

Lector: Viola Schroeder

Have a very
blessed week!!

Enfrance #697 All Hail, Adored Trinity

10:00am Mass

Mass N
Intention: Ronald Salvino

Lector: Marilyn Rau

Preparation I Sing The Mighty
. #425 Power Of God

Communion | #422 How Great Thou Art

Recessional | #735 America The Beautiful

This Week's Mass Intentions

Monday, May 31 Tuesday, June 1 - 6:30am
"“No Mass - Parish Office Closed | Temyfink
Wednesday, June 2 - 6:30am Thursday, June 3 - 6:30am

Friday, June 4 - 6:30am

Leonard, Floyd, Otto, Eugene, & Dorothy Banken

Next Weekend

Saturday, Jung 5
5:00pm Mass
Ray & Irene Brueggemann

Mass
Intention:

dunday, Jung 6
8:00am Mass
Parish Family of St. Joseph

Mass
Intention:

Qi. Louis Review:

$40.00J
— % * * ——

REMEMBER Axo HONOR

Lector: Amber Gerlemann

Lector: Dennis Randolph

Reach out to
someone you miss!

10:00am Mass

ot | Thomas, Jr. & Tonya Adams

Lector: VOLUNTEER
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in your thoughts and prayers

Earl Mueller

Passed away on Saturday, May 22nd,
Please pray for the repose of his soul.
—~———~

Earl was the father of Ellen Birke

kArmngemenfs are pending at this ﬁmy

e pent i (Ve |

Thursday, June 3@ — beginning
at 7am and ending with
Benediction at 5:50pm.

Please contact Betty Fink @

a\ [
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Jail Ministry Meeting\

Saturday, June 5" at 12pm
Union Hardees

Anyone who is interested in
learning about and volunteering
to participate in the St. Vincent
de Paul Jail Ministry in Franklin

\ 636.583.5510 to sign up. /

\ County is invited to attend. /

QUILTER’S PARTY
THURSDAY, JUNE 10™

Come after 5pm, eat around é6pm

We will eat outdoors, if possible, so please
dress appropriately for whatever weather we
may have on that day ©

2159 Hickory Ridge Rd, Union, MO
Please RSVP - 636.359.5077

July 12" - 16" &4/
8am -11:30am :
RDEKY
St. Ann/St. Gertrude RAILWAY

YESUS” powen pyLLs ws THAOUS®

Vacation Bible School

Registration is open online at our website
https://www.stannchurchcloverbottom.org!/.

Cost is $25 per child. This year we are only allowing 50
participants. Itis on a first come, first serve basis.

Call the parish office with any questions.
636.239.3222


https://www.stannchurchcloverbottom.org/

