What is the Catholic Church’s position on grace
versus works?

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you;
it is the gift of God; it is not from works” (Ephesians 2:8-9). The Catechism
of the Catholic Church attests that we have merit in God’s sight only because
“God has freely chosen to associate man with the work of his grace” (CCC
2008). After God acted first on his own initiative, it then follows that we’re
free to act through his
collaboration, “so that
the merit of good works
is to be attributed in
the first place to the
grace of God, then
to the faithful” (CCC
2008). In other words,
it’s only through God’s
empowering Spirit in
each of us that makes our good works for salvation pleasing to the Lord!
Moreover, Catholics believe these good works “contribute to growth
in grace, so that the righteousness that comes from God is preserved and
communion with Christ is deepened. When Catholics affirm the ‘meritorious’
character of good works, they wish to say that...a reward in heaven is
promised to these works. Their intention is to emphasize the responsibility
of persons for their actions, not to contest the character of those works as
gifts, or far less to deny that justification always remains the unmerited gift
of grace” (Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, Lutheran World
Federation and the Catholic Church, 38).
Christian prayer provides us with the grace that’s needed for meritorious
actions (CCC 2010).
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM Pope Francds

Do good works, don‘t just say words that are gone with the
wind....Through the good works that we carry out with Jove

| and joy towards others, our faith emerges and bears fruit.
Let us ask ourselves...Is our faith fruitful? Does our faith
produce good works? Or is it sterile instead, and therefore
more dead than alive?

SR —ANGELUS, JULY 10, 2016

Calendeos

Monday
OCTOBER 12
Weekday
Gal 4:22-24, 26-27,
31—51
Lk 11:29-32

Tuesday
OCTOBER 13
Weekday
Gal 5:1-6
Lk 11:37-41

Wednesday
OCTOBER 14
Weekday
Gal 5:18-25
Lk 11:42-46

Thursday
OCTOBER 15
St. Teresa of Jesus,
Virgin and Doctor of
the Church
Eph 1:1-10
Lk 11:47-54

Friday
OCTOBER 16
Weekday
Eph 1:11-14
Lk 12:1-7

Saturday
OCTOBER 17
St. Ignatius of Antioch,
Bishop and Martyr
Eph 1:15-23
Lk 12:8-12

Sunday
OCTOBER 18
Twenty-ninth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4-6
1 Thes 1:1-5b
Mt 22:15-21
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A Redemptorist Ministry

Our Invitation
from the King

hen people think of heaven, they often

imagine a place up in the sky. Episodes
of Star Trek should challenge that notion. The
Bible usually speaks of heaven as an experience.
According to our first reading, it is like a banquet,
“a feast of rich food and choice wines” (Isaiah
25:6). Such a meal is an extraordinary event for
hardworking people who seldom get to enjoy such
luxury. According to today’s Gospel account, the
kingdom of heaven is like a wedding banquet, a

feast of “calves and
~For Reflection

fattened cattle”

(Matthew 22:4), a So often our
celebration of love and invitation to the
new life. i heavenly banquet is

shrouded. What keeps
might prefer an you from recognizing
image that thrills this invitation?

the ear rather than =~ "o S
the palette, like a Handel concerto or a Beethoven
symphony. Whatever image is favored, heaven

is an incomparable phenomenon that cannot be
described. It is an experience that will thrill us to
the core of our being.

To be invited to such an astounding experience
might well be the event of a lifetime. This is, after
all, an invitation from the king. Who would possibly
turn it down? And yet, some do. As the Gospel
recounts, some are too busy with work. Others
would rather watch “the game.” Still others who
might accept the invitation minimize it by refusing
to dress appropriately. How can people be so foolish?
Yet, you and I often are.

God’s invitation to the heavenly feast simply asks
that we realize the magnitude of the honor extended
to us, that we accept it graciously, and that we enjoy
the experience. —Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Some people

October 11, 2020

Twenty-eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time (A)

Is 25:6-10a | Phil 4:12-14, 19-20

Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10

SIDYITIVN SHILIN
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Office: 636.583.2806
Website: stjosephneier.com

Weekday: 6:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am
Confessions - Saturday
4:00pm - 4:40pm

Email: parishoffice@stiosephneier.com
Father Tom's Cell: 636.744.5587
Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337

From Fr. Tom,

Today's first reading from Isaiah is used very often at funeral
liturgies because of the beautiful assurances from God that He
will wipe away the tears from all faces and He will destroy death
forever. On this mountain, the Kingdom of Heaven, He will do
this. The invitation to come is there and there is no need for a
reservation. Just make sure you are dressed appropriately or risk
being thrown out intfo the darkness outside, according to the
Gospel parable. When encountering someone, we might look
first at their clothing and make a quick decision as to where they
were earlier. To attend a formal gathering dirty and dressed like
a bum isn't the best thing to do. There must be some effort to
look nice so as not to offend the host. The clothing referred to in
the parables is our daily life and disposition to God. Will we be
properly dressed when our time at the feast comes?

Sheri Zambruski

Charles Nordwald

Theresa Brigas
Emma Kissinger
Special Tutention 2
Lloyd Miesner

Special Tntention 1

Tom Adams

/ ®  Awia Marie Brueggeman ®  Jeaw Oldawi \
®  Olivia Jasper ®  Shirley Beckmav

®  Zachery Goosage ®  Karen Waters

® Henry Tobben ®  Jacob WMcwullin

® Bl Greife ®  Andrew Hellebusch

®  Brandon Huels ®  Ashley Shelton

®  Peth Beam ® XJ Frost

®  Warisa Shollenberger ®  ETugeve Salvivo

®  TRyan Elbert ®  Kelly Arrington

®  (Cyuthia Faust ®  Joyce Stuesse

° °

° °

° °

° °

° °

.

Please also pray for those Serving our Country:

Bernadette Miesner Ralph Schroeder

®  Watthew Blankenship ®  Wichael Murphy
®  Taylor Dowver ®  Andy Davis

®  Jamie Brueggemann Murphy ®  Sam Swmith

® | uke Stuesse ®  Adam Amato

Please review the Parish Prayer lists above and call or email the office for any changes. Thank you!!

Drive-thru Fried Chicken Dinner 59™ Annual Sausage Festival
Drive-thru Service Only
Sunday, October 11
11:30am - 4:30pm Sunday, October 25
10:30am -~ 6pm
Holy Family - Port Hudson
$15 per person
More Information at
holyfamilyporthudson.org St. John’s Gildehaus ~ Villa Ridge
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Thank you for your generosity! Mags Intentions
— Saturday, October 10 5:00pm Leonard Feth
Collection for October 4, 2020 ME&M 8:000m Ed & Irene Stuesse
Regular Offering Envelopes: $3,427.00 Avai sunday, October 11 10:000m  Parish Family of St. Joseph
Regular Offering Loose: $ 209.45 Funaraiser Monday, October 12 6:30am  No Mass
Cap Maintenance & Preservation:$  100.00 Tuesday, October 13 6:30am  Homer & Mary Fink
Partners in Child Development ee: $  350.00 The elghth graolers Wednesday, October 14 6:30am  Jim & Ina Filla
Online Giving: $ 335.00 from Immaculate Tk;:u.rsdoy, October 15 63300m Velma Sehr .
riday, October 16 6:30am | Jake & Shirley Sieve
Total: f $4,421.45 Conception will be Saturday, October 17 5:000m Ronald Salvino
\ / distributing M&M sunday, October 18 8:00am  Parish Family of St. Joseph
contalners on 10:00am Ray Koester
wcu N eWS October 179 and 1,8“"
as part of a fundraiser
The Franklin-Warren District of the for their annual Pro-
Western Catholic  Union  will be Life trip. Take one
awarding  several  $250  tuition howe and enjoy the
assistance awards this fall. M&M'’s, thew return it

to Church filled with

To be eligible for the award: j
your donation on

1. The child must be enrolled in a October 24 and 25,
Catholic school (Grades K-12 {
( ) we thank you in Commentators and Lectors: October 10 & 11 October 17 & 12
2. The child must be a member of advance for Your Saturday 5:00pm Theresa Straatmann Judy Brueggemann
the WCU in the Franklin-Warren donation. sunday 8:00am Miche!le Yc?ung Viola S'chroeder
district 10:00am Patti Greife Marilyn Rau
Servers: October 10 & 11 October 17 & 1€
3. The entry form must be VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
. Saturday 5:00pm
completed and received by _ VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
November 1, 2020 8:00am VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
sunday ’ VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
. , VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
Contact the parish office for an entry form. 10:00am — OoLU

VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER



St. Joseph Neier Auction 2020

Silent Auction Information .
Begins October 14t
on the “St. Joseph’s Neier Parish, Union MO” Facebook Page
under the Events Page “St. Joseph’s Online Auction 2020”

To bid:
Place your desired amount in the comments

If someone is bidding for you:
Have them add your name to the comments,
along with your bid amount

Be sure to check in daily to see if you need to
increase your bid

Ends October 25th @ 8am sharp

ltem Pickup will be from 11am - 2pm

Payment Options
for both the Silent and Oral Auction:
Cash, Check or Credit/Debit Card

Oral Auction Information

October 24th
Auction begins @ 6:30pm

Bring your drinks, snacks, chairs and/or tail gate
and get ready to bid

We will be live streaming the auction thru the
Facebook Events Page but suggest that if there is
anything you absolutely want to bid on, let
someone who will be at the live auction
know so they can bid for you

Oral Auction Items will be placed on the
St. Joseph web page to give you a sneak peak
of the items available: www.stjosephneier.com

All items from the Oral Auction
will be available for pickup on October 24th
or when you pick up your Silent Auction items
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