Do Pudhe,

In Scripture, we hear about the “reign of God” or
the “kingdom of God.” How does this notion of
“kingdom” fit with modern Catholicism?

ecently | heard a father tell his son: “I am the master of my domain!”
The ten-year-old son was acting up and the father issued a statement
clarifying that he, the father, was in charge, and the son was not!

When we hear “reign of God” or “kingdom
of God,” we are reminded again that God is
“master of our domain.” We acknowledge that
it is God who runs the show. Remember when
Jesus first began to preach, he asked the people to
repent because the kingdom of God was at hand
(Matthew 4:17). This “kingdom” is the reign of
justice and compassion that had been the core
of the Jews” hopes for centuries preceding Jesus.
This reign comes now in the person of Jesus.

His preaching and work proclaim the birth of
this new regime. It is a kingship where God, in
the person of Jesus, now lives among the people
(Luke 17:20-21).

What virtues must we practice as members
of the kingdom? These are outlined by Jesus in
the beatitudes given in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-10). Jesus
pronounces that those who are blessed are those who live such a life as Jesus
chose for himself. Our rewards are also outlined here. God will comfort us, fill
us with good things, and make us children of God.

It is our task, then, to proclaim the kingdom of God by living like Jesus. One
of the ways we do this is through the Sunday liturgy. It is there that we both
hear how Jesus lived and prayed for “your kingdom come.”

—Fr. Paul ]. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

_ma.  AWORDFROM Pope Frances

There are no unemployed people in the kingdom of God.
\ Everyone is called to do their part; and there will be a
reward from divine justice for everyone in the end...the
' salvation that Jesus Christ acquired for us with his death and
resurraction, a salvation which is not deserved, but donated.
—ANGELUS, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017
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Monday

JULY 20

Weekday
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8
Mt 12:38-42

Tuesday
JULY 21
Weekday
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20
Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday
JULY 22
St. Mary Magdalene
Sg 3:1-4b or
2 Cor 5:14-17
Jn 20:1-2, 1118

Thursday
JULY 23
Weekday

Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13
Mt 13:10-17

Friday
JULY 24
Weekday

Jer 3:14-17
Mt 13:18-23

Saturday
JULY 25
St. James,
Apostle
2 Cor 4:7-15
Mt 20:20-28

Sunday
JULY 26
Seventeenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
1Kgs 3:5, 7-12
Rom 8:28-30
Mt 13:44-52
or 13:44-46
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Rom 8:26-27

‘ ’,I' , - July 19, 2020
\’ ‘"g" . Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
\\0 \Z W W | Wis 12:13, 16-19
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' Mt13:24-43 or 13:24-30

“The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like...”

he Gospel reading consists of parables, one of
which Jesus explains. The two that seem easy
to understand compare the kingdom with a mustard
seed that begins small and then grows large enough
to welcome all manner of birds for nesting, and of a bit
of yeast that completely transforms the entire batch
of dough. The parable about the weeds in the field of
wheat needed explanation. Any farmer would have
recognized the situation described. We don’t always
know where they come from, but weeds seem to crop
up everywhere. What should one do? Lest wheat be
inadvertently pulled up, let both wheat and weeds
grow till the harvest. That is the time of separation.
So, what’s the meaning of these parables? Like the
mustard seed, the kingdom—the new way of living that
Jesus came to inaugurate—consists of small acts of
unselfishness and genuine love. But it grows and grows
until it is opened to all manner of people. Like the

[Jesus said,] “I will say
to the harvesters,
‘First collect the weeds
and tie them in bundles
for burning; but gather
the wheat into my barn."”
MATTHEW 13:30

yeast, as insignificant as it might appear, this kingdom
can transform all of society.

The parable of the wheat and the weeds is about the
last judgment. But it also insists that the field (society),
even the Church, is made up of both good and bad. It
is very dangerous to try to get rid of what might be
considered bad seeds, bad citizens, or bad members.
One might pull up the wrong ones. There will be a
time of judgment, and it will be in God’s time, and in
God’s hands.

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

+ We belong to this kingdom. Are we open to all
manner of people? Do our lives transform society?

How do you interact with people you think are
living wrongly?
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July 18 & 19, 2020

Saturday:
Sunday:

5:00pm
8:00am & 10:00am

Office: 636.583.2806
Website: stiosephneier.com

Confessions — Saturday

Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com

4:00pm — 4:40pm

Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337
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From Fr. Tom,

The thirteenth chapter of Matthew's Gospel is filled with
parables. Last week we heard about the sower and the seed
and this week we hear more stories about weeds and seeds.
Jesus is, indeed, the Master Teacher! He takes familiar notions,
expands the ideas, then makes direct comparisons to real life.
Simple and effective. The listeners, if they are paying attention,
will learn a valuable lesson about themselves. Along with the
coronavirus in our world today, there is another virus ramping up
that is damaging to our souls, the virus that is the judgement of
others, especially with all we see and hear in the media today.
I'll admit, | have been guilty of this myself many times...we all
have! But that doesn’t make it right. One writer says, “...this type
of “virus” cultivates disunity and fractures the communion to
which Christ has called us.” The weeds and the wheat are
growing together. Let's be reminded, however, that we are NOT
the harvesters! God bless you.
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Anna Marie Brueggemann
Olivia Jasper
Zachery Goosage
Henry Tobben
Christive Grus

Bill Greife

Bravndon Huels

Betty Bean

Warisa Shollenberger
Ryav Elvert

Cywthia Faust

Sheri Zambruski

Emma Kissinger

Jean Oldavi \
Shirley Beckman
Karew Waters
Jacolb McMullin
Bill Feth

Avndrew Hellebusch
Special Tntension
Ashley Shelton

KJ Frost

Eugene Salvivo
Kelly Arrington
Keith Bade

Joyce Stuesse

/

Please also pray for those Serving our Country:

®  Watthew Blankenship

®  Taylor Donner

® Jamie Brueggemam Waurphy
® |Luke Stuesse

Michael Murphy
Blake Van Leer
Andy Davis
Sam Smith

-
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Thank you for your generogity!
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Archdiocese Collections for July 12, 2020

Mission Co-Op for Summer:

$ 53.00

“"_"""'--...____..-*'

Please review the Parish Prayer lists
above and call or email the office
for any changes. Thank you!!

Be the
wheat... NOT
the weeds!

)



http://www.stjosephneier.com/
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Masgs Intentions
/Tbank you for your gG”GfOS“Y!\ Saturday, July 18 5:00pm  Arthur, Virginia, Karen & Dennis Voss
, : Parish Family of St. h
— Save the Date sunday, July 19 ]8090000m PE‘TS Om';/ of St. Josep
Collection for July 12, 2020 =Jdm | Fhomena ragano
Regular Offering Envelopes: $2,999.00 Qunda Monday, July 20 6:30am | No Mass
R lar Offering L ) $ 7000 Y Tuesday, July 21 6:30am | Roy Warden
eguiar e”hg 005¢: ' September '3 2020 Wednesday, July 22 6:30am  Margaret Hankins

Cemetery Maintenance: $ 500 ’ Thursday, July 23 6:30am  Roman & Lucille Schmidt
Homecoming: $ 2500 } Friday, July 24 6:30am  Bonnie Birke
Partners in Child Development een: $ 500.00 Knights of Columbus Saturday, July 25 5:00pm  Albert Salvino
Online Giving: $ 379.00 . 8:00am  Parish Family of St. Joseph
Total: $3.978.00 Journey for Charity 2unday. U286 0.00am  June Hidritch

———— Tractor Cruise
PARISHIONER DONATIONS TOWARDS . .

HOMECOMING 2020 :
$25.
TOTAL DONATIONS AS OF JuLy 12™

\ THANK youtt /

Happening in P Commentators and Lectors: July 1€ & 19 July 25 & 26
R \\ Saturday 5:00pm Judy Brueggemann Jim Noelker
.\\\ |/ L 2 sunda 8:00am Viola Schroeder Dennis Randolph
% Y 10:00am Marilyn Rau VOLUNTEER
e / NN & Servers: July 1€ & 19 July 25 & 26
* * o\ e Saturday 5:00pm VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
- VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
8:00am VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
JU|V 27t — JU|V 31st sunday ' VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
Sarah is on vacation 10:00am VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER

Eucharictic Minict I ted at thig ti



ACA UPDATE!

To date, 33% of our parish has participated in the 2020 Annual Catholic
Appeal. Most years we typically see an average of around 60% of our
parishioners that generously return a portion of their God given gifts back
to our Archdiocese to help fund the many programs to help the less
fortunate. If you have misplaced you donation card or have not received
one, please do not hesitate to give me a call. You may put your gift in
the collection basket at church, drop it by the rectory, mail it directly to
the ACA office or give me a call and | would be glad to swing by and
pick it up.

We would like to get closer to the 60% participation rate before we start
the “Follow Up Phone Call” phase of the campaign. Thank you again to
everyone who has already given to this very needed campaign and also,
as always, thank you for your continued prayers for its’ success.

Sincerely,

Jim Noelker
636-583-4996

Holy Family - Port Hudson
Drive-thru Fried Chicken Dinner

This Sunday, July 19 11:30am - 4:30pm

Come enjoy Holy Family - Port Hudson's delicious fried chicken! We are
hosting a Drive-thru Fried Chicken dinner with all the fixings on Sunday,
July 19, 2020 from 11:30-4:30. $12 per plate includes: fried chicken,
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, slaw, cucumber salad and
dessert with curbside service. Hope to see you therel

Fr. Foster

Confirmation Update

Please keep the following confirmands in your thoughts and prayers as
they prepare for this very special Sacrament.

Wyatt Birke Joseph Brune Steven Brune
Rachel DeVore Allison Eckstein

Payton Goddard Logan Kleekamp  Alyssa Schmidt

This year Confirmation will be celebrated at St. Joseph, by Father Tom, in
August. Date is TBD... more information to follow.

Tim and | would like to send our gratitude to the parents
and students of PSR. We have been PSR teachers for
10 + years and have enjoyed every minute of it. About
a month ago we let the parish office know that we
have started a new endeavor as CASA volunteers that
will take a lot of our time. Thank you parish families of
St. Joe.

Respectfully,
Tim and Denise Feth




