Why have many Christian religions been divided
over the question of Christ’s Body and Blood?

Today's Gospel indicates that even before the Last Supper, Jesus’
teaching about his Real Presence was met with skepticism. When
Jesus said, “The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world,” the
reaction was, “How can this man give us [his] flesh to eat?” (John 6:51-52).
When Jesus continued, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains
in me and I in him,” his hearers
shrugged: “This saying is hard; who
can accept it?” (John 6:56, 60).

John’s inclusion of this incident in
his Gospel indicates that some of his
contemporaries also denied Christ’s
Real Presence. Since then, some
Christians have broken away from the
Catholic Church because they could not
accept the reality of Christ’s eucharistic
Presence. Some contend that Christ
was speaking metaphorically—that the bread and wine merely symbolize the
spirit of Jesus. Others say that Christ is present only as a result of the faith of
the community and doesn’t remain after the worship service.

The Catholic Church teaches that when Jesus pronounced, “This is my
body...this is my blood,” he meant exactly what he said. For Jews of Jesus’
time, “body” meant the person, and “blood” was the source of life identifiable
with the person. Jesus was saying over the bread and wine, “This is my very
self.” Church teaching couldn’t be more clear: in the Eucharist “the body
and blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ and,
therefore, the whole Christ is truly, really, and substantially contained”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1374).

—Fr. Oscar Lukefahr, CM
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM Pope Francis

Eucharistic worship also teaches us the right balance of
values: not to put earthly realities in first place but heavenly
| goods; to hunger not only for material food, but also for
"food that endures for eternal life” (John 6:27),
-——ADDRESS TO THE DIOCESES OF CESENA AND BOLOGNA,
APRIL 21, 2018
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Calendee

Monday
JUNE 15
Weekday
1 Kgs 21:1-16
Mt 5:38-42

Tuesday
JUNE 16
Weekday
1 Kgs 21:17-29
Mt 5:43-48

Wednesday
JUNE 17
Weekday

2Kgs 2:1, 6-14
Mt 6:1-6, 1618

Thursday
JUNE 18
Weekday

Sir 48:1-14
Mt 6:7-15

Friday
JUNE 19
Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus
Dt 7:6-11
1Jn 4:7-16
Mt 11:25-30

Saturday
JUNE 20
Immaculate Heart
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
2 Chr 24:17-25
Lk 2:41-51

Sunday
JUNE 21
Twelfth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Jer 20:10-13
Rom 5:12-15

Mt 10:26-33
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A Redemptorist Ministry

ANNEKA/SHUTTERSTOCK
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[Jesus said,] “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blo

Take and Eat

any of us are little different from the Jewish crowds who cried out:
“How can this man give us [his] flesh to eat?” (John 6:52). Jesus does not
explain how the bread was really his flesh. What he did was underscore the
importance of eating this bread, which was his flesh. He then goes on and insists
that we must drink his blood as well. If these were hard sayings for the people of
Israel, who in their ancient past might have shared the flesh and blood of a sacrificed
animal, what are we “sophisticated” contemporary Christians to make of it?
The people of Jesus’ time would have recognized several elements from their
traditions in Jesus’ discourse, but his reinterpretation of them would have
startled them. Like the victim of an ancient holocaust offering, Jesus’ blood is
shed. However, it is not poured around the altar; it is to be consumed. Bread from
heaven recalled the manna that fed their ancestors in the wilderness. However, the
manna lasted for only a day; it then rotted. The bread Jesus gives is living bread
that enables those who eat it to live forever. This is a lot to believe. But then, that
is exactly what we are asked to do. We might have correct theological language to
explain how this transformation takes place, but we still will not understand the
mystery to which it points. So what are we to do? Very simply: take and eat!
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

. June 14, 2020

Body and Blood of Christ (A)
: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a

¢ 1Cor 10:16-17

¢ Jn6:51-58

ains in me and | in him.

—JOHN 6:56
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The Eucharist

is one of the
foundational
mysteries of our
faith. A good
Eucharistic prayer
might be:

“I believe; help

my unbelief.”
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5:00pm
8:00am & 10:00am
Confessions - Saturday

4:00pm - 4:40pm

June 13 & 14, 2020

Office: 636.583.2806
Website: stiosephneier.com

Saturday:
Sunday:

Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com
Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337
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From Fr Tom,

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of
Christ, formerly known as Corpus Christ Sunday. We will also
celebrate First Holy Communion on Saturday, the perfect weekend
to do this! 10 of our youngsters will receive Holy Communion for the
very first fime and | am looking forward to it. Try to recall your own
first communion...how long ago was it...were you nervous...what
did it mean to you then? | tell the children the small host we receive
doesn’t look like much or tastes that good, but it is gourmet food for
our souls. There is nothing more nourishing for our spiritual lives than
Jesus Christ Himself! Transubstantiation is a long word that defines
what we believe as Catholics about Holy Communion becoming
the REAL body and blood of Jesus (not just a signl) Some other
faiths, if they have communion, believe that Jesus is present along
WITH the bread and wine...this is called consubstantiation. This is
not our belief. The Real Presence of Christ in central to our faith. The
next time we receive Communion, perhaps we can consider more
deeply who it is we are receiving. God bless you!
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Anna Marie Brueggemann
Olivia Jasper
Zachery Goosage
Henry Tobben
Christive Grus

Bill Greife

Bravndon Huels

Betty Bean

Warisa Shollenberger
Ryav Elvert

Cywthia Faust

Sheri Zambruski

Emma Kissinger

Jean Oldavi
Shirley Beckman
Karew Waters
Jacolb McMullin
Bill Feth

Edward Henke
Ashley Shelton
KJ Frost

Eugene Salvivo
Kelly Arrington

Special Intension

Kewwy Liermann

Andrew Hellebusch
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Please also pray for those Serving our Country:

Matthew Blankenship ®  Wichael Murphy
Taylor Downer ® Blake Vawn Leer
Jamie Brueggemanm Murphy ® Andy Davis
Luke Stuesse ®  Sam Swith

Please review the Parish Prayer lists above and call or email the office for any changes. Thank youl!

Blake & Jordann Voss

were marmried!
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Ronald McDonald

House Charities’
o St. Louis

> TAB TOP PROGRAM

The Tab Top Program invites people of all ages to collect
aluminum tabs from beverage cans to support The House the Love
Built! Thanks to our friends at Didion Orf Recycling, the tabs are
recycled and furned into a monetary donation for RMHC St. Louis.
Annually, these little tabs help generate almost $25,000!

KEYS TO THE HEART PROGRAM

KEYS TO THE HEART

Collect and donate your unused keys to one of our Houses
through our Keys to the Heart Program. When you donate the keys
you no longer need, you open doors for families with seriously ill
children. (Please note that keys must be stored separately from
tabs when turned in).

Brad & Sarah Grus will be bringing all donations to the Ronald
McDonald House on Saturday, June 27th so be sure to bring in
your donations soon. There are 2 containers in the back of church
to drop off your tabs and unused keys.

Thank you, in advance, for helping with this worthy cause!

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL “BECAUSE WE ARE CATHOLIC”

The Annual Catholic Appeal is the single most important annual charitable
undertaking in the Archdiocese of St. Louis because it helps the church
respond to the genuine needs of all people. The programs funded by the
Appeal directly or indirectly affect everyone throughout all counties of our
archdiocese.

Why do we seek out the homeless, feed the hungry, serve families and protect
the unborne Why do we provide clinics, counseling and food pantriese Why
do we give tuition help and teacher fraining for schools¢ We do it because
we are Catholic. The Appeal is not just something we do. It is a reflection of
who we are. We profess our faith in words and action, serving all those in need,
just as Jesus Christ did.

By now everyone should have received a pledge card in the mail. You may
drop off your contribution when attending mass and put it in the collection
box in back of church, you may send it directly to the archdiocese,
electronically send it in or drop it off at the rectory. Now, more than ever, your
support is needed.

Thank you for your generosity and prayers.
Any questions, please call Jim Noelker @ 636.583.4996
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4™ DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Sunday, June 21 £:00am - 11:30am

Cost: Menu:

Adults (12 yrs +): $10.00

Child (6 to 12 yrs): $5.00
Under 6 yrs old: FREE

Fresh Link Pork Sausage, Cured Ham,
Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns,
Homemade French Toast, Cinnamon Rolls,

Coffee & Orange Juice
Carry Outs Available!

Washington Knights of Columbus Hall - 1121 Columbus Drive, Washington, MO
Proceeds go toward Scholarships for Catholic Education
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Do you need a protective mask?

/ Thank you for your generosity! \
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Collection for June 7, 2020
Regular Offering Envelopes: $4,549.00
Ascension: $ 35.00
Cap Maintenance & Preservation: $  20.00
Cemetery: $ 30.00
Easter: $ 10.00
Partners in Child Development ¢en: $  35.00
Regular Offering Loose: $ 14.00
Online Giving: $ 525.00
Total: $5,218.00

Judy Brueggemann has graciously offered to make protective
masks for anyone who is in need of one. She has offered to make
these at no charge or she asks that you make a donation to
church. Please call Judy @ 636.359.5077 to request yours.

Thank you Judy!!
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Thank you for your generosity!
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Archdioceses Special Collections

Collection for June 7, 2020

Cardinal Glennon Hospital: $157.00

Holy Land: $ 10.00

Retired Priests: $ 10.00
e o

Mass Intentions

Saturday, June 13 5:00pm  John & Helen Feth
8:00am  Parish Family of St. Joseph
10:00am Jake & Shirley Sieve

Monday, June 15 6:30am  No Mass

Tuesday, June 16 6:30am  Mary Catherine Fink
Wednesday, June 17 = 6:30am  Urban Freise

Thursday, June 18 6:30am  Richard Randolph

Sunday, June 14

Friday, June 19 6:30am  Virginia & Jim Grant, Margaret & Norvil Pillen

Saturday, June 20 5:00pm  Parish Family of St. Joseph
8:00am  Arthur, Virginia, Karen & Dennis Voss

SUliielel, dUAS 21 10:00am Ronald Salvino

N —————
Commentators and Lectors: June 13 & 14 June 20 & 21
Saturday 5:00pm VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
8:00am VOLUNTEER Dennis Randolph
Sunday . .
10:00am VOLUNTEER Patti Greife
No S BrlaE T e led at thig ti
N —————

Do you kvnow someone i a
Nursing Home or Assisted Living?

Have you reached out to them lately? If it's been a while, they may
be feeling lonely. Visit them if you can! If you are not able to visit,
consider sending flowers, balloons, or even an I'm Thinking of You
card. These small gestures can make a huge difference for
someone who is unable to leave their room. It will certainly
brighten their day and hopefully put a huge smile on their facel




