I look forward to every Pentecost Sunday,

when I am renewed in God’s spirit. Recently

I read an article that said the Holy Spirit is a she.
Is the Holy Spirit female?

he third person of the Trinity is

the Holy Spirit. The word spirit is a
translation of the Hebrew word ruah, which
can mean “breath,” “air,” or “wind.” This
is the wind that God first sent to create the
world, it is the breath that God breathed into
Adam and Eve, and it is the tongues of fire
that the apostles experienced on the first
Pentecost.

In Hebrew, the word used for the Holy
Spirit is feminine. In Greek, the word used
is neuter, and in Latin, the word used is
masculine. Not surprisingly, this caused a few
problems for the early Church, which included many Hebrew, Greek, and Latin
speakers. In areas where Hebrew or another Semitic language, such as Syriac,
was spoken, the Holy Spirit was thought of as feminine, and so images of the
Holy Spirit as mother were common. These various images of the Holy Spirit
were openly expressed until about the fourth century, when Latin took over as
the dominant language in the West.

We believe that in the life of the Trinity, God the Creator begets the Son.
The expression of the love between God and the Son is the Holy Spirit.
Perhaps we shouldn’t think of the Holy Spirit as being either gender. Saint
John describes the Holy Spirit as being God’s love (see 1 John 4:7-13).

On this Pentecost and always, [ wish you God’s Spirit of love.

—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

As he did on Pentecost, the Lord wants to work one of the
greatest miracles we can experience; he wants to turn your
hands, my hands, our hands, into signs of reconciliation, of
communion, of creation. He wants your hands to continue
building the world of today. And he wants to build that
world with you.

- PRAYER VIGIL WITH YOUNG PEOPLE, JULY 30, 2016
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Monday
JUNE 1
Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or
Acts 1:12-14
Jn 19:25-34

Tuesday
JUNE 2
Weekday
2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18
Mk 12:13-17

Wednesday
JUNE 3
St. Charles Lwanga
and Companions,
Martyrs
2Tm 1:1-3, 6-12
Mk 12:18-27

Thursday
JUNE 4
Weekday
2Tm 2:8-15
Mk 12:28-34

Friday
JUNE 5
St. Boniface,
Bishop and Martyr
2 Tm 3:10-17
Mk 12:35-37

Saturday
JUNE 6
Weekday
2Tm 4:1-8
Mk 12:38-44

Sunday
JUNE 7
Maost Holy Trinity
Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9
2 Cor 13:11-13
Jn 3:16-18
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Look What Blew

into Town

id it really happen the way the story is told?

Who would not give anything to have been
there? But maybe we have been there. Maybe we have
met people who were so open to the mysterious power
of the Spirit of God that they were able to accomplish
things they never thought they could. Maybe at times
even we, t0o, have been so moved by that mysterious
Spirit. Is it possible that we are mistaken about what is
truly mysterious or Spirit-driven? Is it possible that we
fail to see the mystery of God in everyday life?

This is not to say that nothing extraordinary
happened on that Pentecost day. It certainly did!
People who kept a low profile out of fear of facing the
same deadly fate as their leader seemed to rush out
onto the street and proclaim that leader’s mighty acts.
What has happened to them? How is such a reversal
of behavior to be described? It happens that when
something wondrous occurs we often use exaggerated
images and superlative language in an attempt to
capture the astounding character of the event. To
embellish language does not mean that the event was
not amazing. It means that it was so amazing that
we are at a loss to describe or explain it. We are, after
all, talking about the dynamic Spirit of God that can
completely change people. This is the same Spirit we
received at baptism. Are we open to have it change us?

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Pray that you might be open to the Spirit working
in the world through you.

What mighty works has God worked in you?

: May 31, 2020

| Pentecost A)
Acts 2:1-11

. 1Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13

¢ Jn20:19-23

Suddenly there came from
the sky a noise like a strong
driving wind, and...Then
there appeared to them
tongues as of fire.

ACTS 2:2-3
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Saturday: 5:00pm Office: 636.583.2806
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am Website: stiosephneier.com
Confessions - Saturday Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com

4:00pm - 4:40pm Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337
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From Fr. Tom,

This weekend we celebrate Pentecost when the Holy Spirit
descended upon Jesus' disciples as tfongues of fire giving them the
strength and ability to start their mission to spread the word of God.
As a priest | cannot count the number of times this same Spirit has
helped me and even saved me when talking with people, giving
homilies, visiting hospitals, dealing with personal issues, teaching,
etc...I| mean it | would be totally sunk without the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes | like to tell stories about how exactly the Spirit came
through when | was in a tough spot and relive the whole thing. The
theme the last two weeks is that the Holy Spirit is ours tfoday to help
us the same way it helped the early disciples. The Spirit also helps us
when we don't even know it. That's the most amazing thing to mel
Keep the faith, folks, and never, never, never, never,
underestimated the power of the Holy Spirit in your lives. God bless
you.

o Y .

~

Anna Marie Brueggemann
Olivia Jasper
Zachery Goosage
Henry Tobben
Christine Grus

Bill Greife

Brandon Huels

Betty Bean

Marisa Shollenberger
Ryan Elbert

Cynthia Faust

Sheri Zambruski
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Emma Kissinger
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Jean Oldani

Shirley Beckman
Karen Waters
Jacob McMullin

Bill Feth

Andrew Hellebusch
Edward Henke
Ashley Shelton

KJ Frost

Eugene Salvino

Kelly Arrington

Special Intension /

Please also pray for those Serving our Country:

Matthew Blankenship
Taylor Donner

Jamie Brueggemann Murphy

Luke Stuesse

Michael Murphy
Blake Van Leer
Andy Davis

Sam Smith

Please review the Parish Prayer lists above and call the office for any changes. Thank youl!

Thank you for your generosity!
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Archdioceses Special Collections
Collection for May 24, 2020
Holy Land: $ 5.00
Rice Bowl: $ 18.89
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Please pray for

everyone who is

affected by the
Corona Virus!


http://www.stjosephneier.com/
mailto:parishoffice@stjosephneier.com

/ Thank you for your generosity! \

,-"_"5-..._=,__,e
Collection for May 24, 2020
Regular Offering Envelopes: $2,836.71
Ascension: $2,054.00
Cap Maintenance & Preservation: $ 20.00
Cemetery: $ 120.00
Easter: $ 30.00
Regular Offering Loose: $ 51.00
Online Giving: $ 385.00
Total: $5,496.71
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A GREAT BIG SHOUT OUT AND THANKS TO

Dave, Theresa & Andrew Flagg! Thank you for taking care of our parish grounds

and cemetery this past weekend. They had some extra volunteer helpers who just
happened to see them working and returned with lawn mowers and weed eaters.

Thank you also to Greg & Colton Aholt, Paige Straatmann & Gerry Donner.

Every stone in the cemetery was weed eated around and small American flags
were placed atf the enfrances. We at St. Joseph's are very proud of our parish and
the end result was beautiful. Our parishioners have worked hard and get many,
many compliments on our beautiful parish. Let’s keep up our tradition and make
us all proud of St. Joseph Parish. God Bless.

Gerry Donner

itv!

Thank you very much for your generous
donation from your fish fry. This donation
came at a good time because of the
coronavirus and the need is great. Thank

you for your suppor’r.‘_‘
\

\qu,BIess You and stay safe.
| Union Food Pantry

Jhank Qf@w

Thank You Ladies Sodality!
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\L¢ Thank you so very much for your
generous donation in the amount

of $300.20. We certainly do appreciate
® your help and support,
especially during this difficult

|

Sincerely,
Union Food Pantry

(
|



You are invited!

PRINCIPLES OF CATHOLIC BIOETHICS

with Fr. Peter Fonseca

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2020 AT 7:00 PM

The Church’s teaching on medical
end-of-life decision making

REGISTER FOR THIS - = Rcma:rzs:::(:iijounde(ion
LIVE WEBINAR TODAY! @/ oot

Many of us will be faced with difficult decisions for ourselves or a loved one regarding end-
of-life medical care. Father Fonseca's presentation will give the Catholic Church’s moral
teaching on the quality of life and the dignity of the human person.

Please register for this free webinar now by completing the online registration here:
rcfstl.org/event-info/the-conversation/

Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 30 5:00pm  Ronald Salvino

8:00am Ed & Irene Stuesse

’ M ] . .
Sunday, May 3 10:00am  Parish Family of St. Joseph

Monday, June 1 6:30am  No Mass
Tuesday, June 2 6:30am  Roman & Lucille Schmidt
Wednesday, June 3 | 6:30am | Leo Schroeder
Thursday, June 4 6:30am | Frank & Emma Schmuke
Friday, June 5 6:30am  Paul Brueggemann

Saturday, June 6 5:00pm Ray & Irene Brueggemann Family
8:00am Margaret McCreary

day, 7 . .
SR EH JUNE 10:00am  Parish Family of St. Joseph

~————
Commentators and Lectors: May 30 & 3i June 6 & 7
Saturday 5:00pm Anna Donner Amber Gerlemann
sunda 8:00am Judy Brueggemann Amie Kohlbusch
Y 10:00am Marilyn Rau Lisa Bocklage

No Servers or Eucharistic Ministers are needed at this time.
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T Eucharistic Adoration

THURSDAY, JUNE 4™

Beginning at 7am and ending with Benediction at 5:50pm.
Please call Betty Fink @ 636-583-5510 to schedule time with the Blessed Sacrament.




