I want to deepen the spiritual sense of Christ
in my life. How can I create a strong spiritual
connection to jesus?

Your answer may be within your own parish. I suggest you begin your
spiritual journey by connecting with a parish outreach group. When 1
worked as a missionary in Brazil, I marveled at how the youth groups that I
worked with brought a deeper spirituality to my own life.

It was common in Brazil to have a three-day retreat leading up to Lent.
Although this was a youth retreat, it also energized the adults who worked
with them. The highlight was on Ash
Wednesday evening, when the teens would
give public testimony at Mass to the Lord
working in their lives. Their testimony
inspired parishioners to rededicate
themselves to educating the smaller children
throughout the year. A youth group never
lacks in spirit, which is usually contagious!

It’s difficult to seek spiritual enlightenment
alone. There’s spiritual strength in numbers
(even Jesus kept twelve disciples near him!),
and even greater spiritual power within the
graced walls of your parish. When you serve
others, your spiritual path is deepened and
expanded. Working with youths is just one
way to enhance your spiritual connection. Remember the words of St. Paul:
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are
different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but
the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

—Fr. John Gouger, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Monday
MAY 25
Easter Weekday
Acts 19:1-8
Jn 16:29-33

Tuesday
MAY 26
St. Philip Neri,
Priest
Acts 20:17-27
Jn 17:1-1a

Wednesday
MAY 27
Easter Weekday
Acts 20:28-38
Jn 17:11b-19

Thursday
MAY 28
Easter Weekday

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11

Jn 17:20-26

Friday
MAY 29
Easter Weekday
Acts 25:13b-21
Jn 21:15-19

Saturday
MAY 30
Easter Weekday
Acts 28:16-20,
30-31
Jn 21:20-25

Sunday
MAY 31
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-11

- ' 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13

The Church holds out a mission, and | would like to entrust
you with this mission. It is to go back and talk to your
grandparents. Today more than ever we need this bridge,
this dialogue, between grandparents and grandchildren,
between the young and the elderly.

—WQORLD YOUTH DAY PRAYER VIGIL, APRIL 8, 2017
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re we, like the disciples, looking in the wrong

direction? As they looked up to heaven, they
probably realized what they had lost. Jesus was no
longer in their midst. But then, the Easter stories all
tell us that they never really understood his risen
presence with them. And so they were asked: “Why are
you standing here looking at the sky?” (Acts 1:11).

Are we also looking up to heaven when we should

be looking out to the world? Of course, it is right
that we reflect on Jesus’ ascension. However, today’s
understanding of the universe helps us realize that the
biblical account of Jesus’ ascension into heaven may be
a way of saying that he is glorified with God. As Paul
says, he has been granted the place of honor at God’s
right hand, “far above every principality, authority,
power, and dominion” with “all things beneath his
feet” (Ephesians 1:21-22). Jesus, now with God,
radiates the full splendor of his resurrection,

Where Are You Looking?

May 24, 2020

The Ascension of the Lord (A)
Acts 1:1-11

Eph 1:17-23

Mt 28:16-20

We must turn to the Gospel passage to get the
fullness of the story of the ascension. Jesus did not say:
“Watch what is going to happen.” Instead he told them
to go out: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations” (Matthew 28:19). We might know these words
so well that we miss their forcefulness. In effect, Jesus
is telling them: go out to the whole world and tell them
what you have seen and heard. I did what it was for me
to do; now it is up to you to do the rest. Don’t worry,

“I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20). Look where
you’re going, not where I went.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

In what ways have other people touched you with
the mystery of the risen Jesus?

In what ways do you bring the reality of Jesus to
people in your life?

‘-'g

Make disciples ofal{$iations,
baptizing them in the.name,
of the Father, and of thé.Sgn,.
and of the holy Spirit.
MATTHEW 28:19
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Saturday: 5:00pm Office: 636.583.2806
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am Website: stiosephneier.com
Confessions - Saturday Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com

4:00pm - 4:40pm Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337  Josh’s Cell: 636.584.9898
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From Fr. Tom,

The Feast of Ascension Thursday, which was last week, is transferred to the
following Sunday in most dioceses around the country, including ours. So this
weekend we use the readings and proper Mass prayers for the Ascension.
Some Catholic faithful see this as confusing or just “not right” but, personally |
like it because more people come to church on the weekends than make an
effort to come on a weekday, even though it is a Holy Day of Obligation.
More people get to celebrate this actual event and, in the process, be
reminded that Jesus is in heaven and that heaven actually exists! You'd be
surprised how many people don't believe in heaven. We are also reminded
that He left us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to guide us still. These two great
spiritual and real life facts must be recalled and celebrated.

This weekend is also Memorial Day weekend. Let's remember in our prayers
those who fought and died for our great country. Without their service and
dedication, we don’t have the freedoms and liberties we so often take for
granted. God bless those who have given their all for the United States of
America.

Finally, thanks to all for being cooperative and patient as we ease back into
our normal Mass schedules. We will continue to live stream Mass on Saturday
evenings, thanks to Sarah and Kelly. Thanks, too, for those keeping up with
tithing. Itis much needed.
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Cynthia Faust Kelly Arrington

Sheri Zambruski Spedcial Intension
Emma Kissinger

Please also pray for those Serving our Country:

® Anna Marie Brueggemann ® Jean Oldani

® Qlivia Jasper ® Shirley Beckman
® Zachery Goosage ® Karen Waters

® Henry Tobben ® Jacob McMullin
® Christine Grus ® Bill Feth

® il Greife ® Andrew Hellebusch
® Brandon Huels ® Edward Henke
® Betty Bean ® Ashley Shelton
® Marisa Shollenberger ® KJ Frost

® Ryan Elbert ® Fugene Salvino
° °
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® Matthew Blankenship ® Michael Murphy
® Taylor Donner ® Blake Van Leer
® Jamie Brueggemann Murphy ® Andy Davis

® | uke Stuesse ® Sam Smith

Please review the Parish Prayer lists above and call the office for any changes. Thank youl!

Please pray for everyone who is affected by the Corona Virus!

£ ~ Toall of our St. Joe Veterans ﬁ B

Z Thank you for Your service!!
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 23 5:00pm
8:00am
Sunday, May 24 10:00am

Monday, May 25 6:30am
Tuesday, May 26 6:30am
Wednesday, May 27 = 6:30am
Thursday, May 28 6:30am

Friday, May 29 6:30am
Saturday, May 30 5:00pm
8:00am

Sunday, May 31 10:00am

Leonard Feth

Parish Family of St. Joseph

Ray Koester

No Mass - Thank You Veterans - Office is CLOSED
Dennis Voss

Leonard, Floyd, Otto, Eugene & Dorothy Banken
Rose & Louis Schmuke

Margaret Hankins

Ronald Salvino

Ed & Irene Stuesse

Parish Family of St. Joseph

—~————~

Commentators and Lectors:  May 23 & 24 = May 30 & 31

Saturday 5:00pm
8:00am
Sunday 10:00am

Jim Noelker Anna Donner
Jennifer Kissinger VOLUNTEER
Patti Greife Marilyn Rau

No S Eucharictic Minict ied at thic ti

—~————~

For those who wish to attend daily Mass, please come into church

using the BACK DOOR and go through the sacristy. You can park in
the lot behind the rectory. There should be enough room...Thank

you.
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Thank you for your generosity!

,r"'_"=l-..._=,,.,e
Collection for May 17, 2020
Regular Offering Envelopes: $2,755.00
Cap Maintenance & Preservation:$  52.00
Easter: $ 30.00
Partners in Child Development ¢co): $  45.00
Online Giving: $ 380.00
Total: $3,262.00
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Do you have a hew
phone number?

We'll need thatl

Please call the
parish office with
any updates.
636-583-2806

Thank you!!




