Are there models I can use to help me better
understand what a mother is to do or be?

great model for mothers is the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Catechism

of the Catholic Church uses the titles of Advocate, Helper, Benefactress,
and Mediatrix when speaking of Mary (CCC 969).
These titles are important in explaining Mary’s
special relationship to us, her children. We can
also use these titles to show how mothers today
can relate to their children and spouses.

Mary encourages us in our efforts to follow
Christ. So it is the duty of all mothers to be a
guiding presence to their children as they begin to
pray and learn to follow the Lord.

As Advocate and Helper, Mary assists us by
her own prayer and example. Mary prays for us,
and we only have to read Scripture to understand
Mary’s example of listening to God. Today’s
mothers share the task of praying for their
children and spouses. A mother’s example of
listening for God can teach her children the importance of seeking God’s will.

As Benefactress, Mary is a patron and invites us to receive the graces that
only her Son can bestow. In today’s family, a mother offers a constant stream
of love and encouragement to her spouse and children. She is the patron of
love, a refuge from the harshness that life can bring.

As Mediatrix, Mary brings people together to be coworkers with Christ in
the work of salvation. Also, a mother is a mediator, a coworker with Christ,
helping her children and spouse on their journeys toward salvation. Her
family is a little church where heaven and salvation are proclaimed. Happy
Mother’s Day!

—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR

Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Be my ambassader, [Mary] says to us, giving food to the

clothe the naked and visit the sick. Come to the aid of your
neighbor, forgive whoever has offendsd you, conscle the
grieving, be patient with others, and above all beseech and
pray to God.

--HOMILY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014

hungry, drink to those wha thirst, a refuge to those in need,
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Monday
MAY 11
Easter Weekday
Acts 14:5-18
Jn 14:21-26

Tuesday
MAY 12
Easter Weekday
Acts 14:19-28
Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday
MAY 13
Easter Weekday
Acts 15:1-6
Jn 15:1-8

Thursday
MAY 14
St. Matthias,
Apostle
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
Jn 15:9-17

Friday
MAY 15
Easter Weekday
Acts 15:22-31
Jn 15:12-17

Saturday
MAY 16
Easter Weekday
Acts 16:1-10
Jn 15:18-21

Sunday
MAY 17
Sixth Sunday
of Easter
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
1Pt 3:15-18
Jn 14:15-21

© 2020 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999, Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on October 23, 219, by the
Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this

work. It does nat imply any endarsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any

F‘\_ L] (]
dLiguori

form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition @ 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 s PUBLICATIONS
s

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.

53 A Redemptorist Ministry

What Is God Really
Like?

hat is a very profound question, asked by

children and adults alike. Answers range from
the image of an old man in a white robe with a beard;
the all-seeing eye on the back of the dollar bill; “the
big guy” up there. Such answers seem frivolous when
we think about the dynamic force behind the Big
Bang from which evolved everything in the billions of
galaxies that we know exist. What is such a God really
like?

How do you think of God?
Why do you suppose you think of God in that way?

Jesus said to him, “I am the
way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father
except through me.”
JOHN 14:6

May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter (A)

M L/ | Adsels

1Pt 2:4-9
Jn 14:1-12

The disciples were probahly not thinking of
astrophysics when they asked Jesus about God. Their
questions flowed from Jesus’ constant reference to God
as Father. That title in itself tells us something about
God. It tells us that God, like a father, is the source of
Jesus’ being and existence.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the disciples that
he is about to return to his Father. He also assures
them that they also will have a place with the
Father. However, like us, they still are not sure what
this Father is like. Jesus responds to their lack of
understanding and suggests: “Look at me!” His life is
lived for others. He is one who cares for those in need
rather than walks past them, who forgives rather than
condemns, who endures misunderstanding without
retaliating, who tolerates the pettiness of others
without being snide. Why is it so hard for us to realize
that this is what God is really like?

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
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5:00pm

8:00am & 10:00am

Confessions - Saturday
4:00pm - 4:40pm

[May q&10, ZOZOJ

Office: 636.583.2806
Website: stiosephneier.com

Saturday:
Sunday:

Email: parishoffice@stjosephneier.com
Sarah’s Cell: 314.808.0337 Josh’s Cell: 636.584.9898
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From Fr. Tom,

Did you know there are approximately 60,000 plus individual bricks that
make up our church exteriore At least that’'s what the tuck pointing guys
say. There are 6 brinks per square foot. The total exterior is about 2000
square feet so that's a total of 54,000 not including all the short bricks and
decorative brick around windows and the top edge. So the estimate is
over 60,000 bricks. The tuck pointing crew has been hard at work for
about 7 weeks now, and when the job is completed, human hands will
have touched every, single brick on our church. That hasn't happened
since the original brick layers built the church 152 years ago! It's amazing
when you think about it. Our church today is made of living stones as
described in today’s second reading from St. Peter. God has touched
every one of us as living stones in His church. Our faith in God can be
compared to the mortar between the bricks holding the church together
firm and strong. The question we have to ask ourselves is whether we are
a weakened, deteriorated brick ready to cave in, or are we as strong as
the day God made us still standing strong continuing to know, love and
serve Him. God bless you!
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Anna Marie Brueggemann
Olivia Jasper

Zachery Goosage
Henry Tobben
Christine Grus

Bill Greife

Brandon Huels

Betty Bean

Marisa Shollenberger
Ryan Elbert

Cynthia Faust

Sheri Zambruski

Emma Kissinger
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Jean Oldani
Shirley Beckman
Karen Waters
Jacob McMullin

Bill Feth

Andrew Hellebusch
Eaward Henke
Ashley Shelton

KJ Frost

Eugene Salvino
Kelly Arrington
Irene Krause
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Please also pray for those Serving our Country:

Matthew Blankenship
Taylor Donner

Jamie Brueggemann Murphy

Luke Stuesse

Michael Murphy

Blake VVan Leer

Andy Davis

Sam Smith

Please review the Parish Prayer lists above and call the office for any changes. Thank youl!
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Thank you for your generogity!
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Archdioceses Special Collections
Collection for May 3, 2020

Retired Religious: $

10.00
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Please pray for

everyonhe who is

affected by the
Corona Virus!


http://www.stjosephneier.com/
mailto:parishoffice@stjosephneier.com

Update on First Communion & Confirmation Celebrations:

O NOHA- I

According to the info we received from the Archbishop, we'll be able to celebrate
Confirmation here at St. Joseph, but must wait until general permission to celebrate
Mass is given. The same goes for First Communion. May 24t will not work because it
falls on Memorial Day weekend. The last communication we received said a decision
will be made later this week when the general permission will be given. Then we can
plan for these most important celebrations! We will have to comply with any stated
guidelines or precautions.

Stay tuned...
Update on Homecoming:

O NOHA- IO

On Sunday, September 6, 2020, we are scheduled to celebrate our 72nd annual
Homecoming. As a parishioner, you know how important this day is to our parish —
both financially and emotionally. Our goal this year is to celebrate the day together
by keeping things as close to normal as possible. Unfortunately, we are not sure just
how that will look yet as we continue to try and navigate the changes that have
occurred in our community. We will keep you updated of any changes as they occur.
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions, concerns, orideas at 314-808-
3364. Thank you for your patience and support!

Ben and Paige Hammer, 2020 Chairs
James and Theresa Briggs, 2020 Co-Chairs
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Thank you for your generosity!
.nr"""-'a-...________,_,-"
Collection for May 3, 2020

Regular Offering Envelopes: F3,140.00
Ascension $ 7500
Cemetery Offering: Fo45.0
Eraster: $ 210,00
Fartners in Child Develeopment: 3205200
Online Giving: 3 $P0.00
Total: %4,532.00
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Update from Father Tom:
May 5, 2020

Hello again everybody!

I hope allis well with you and getting better. This is an update from the Archbishop
concerning public Masses. He has extended the ban of public Masses to May 15t
but also said there will be a decision coming later this week concerning when we
can start celebrating Mass again. So, there will be no public Masses this weekend
nor on the weekdays. Like | said before, these things change almost daily so let’s
all keep informed. Archbishop Carlson also urged pastors to reiterate to their
parishioners the critical and crucial need to keep up their tithing practices on a
regular basis.

On a much more positive note, our tuck pointing work has been progressing very
well. There have been a few wet days recently, but our church will look great when
all is done. This is something nice to look forward to. Finally, please keep watching
the live stream Mass Saturday at 5pm and thank you so much for the nice
comments. I'll never forget this spiritually technological experience!

God bless us all at St. Joseph!

May 8, 2020
Okay, here we go again folks!

Archbishop Carlson has granted general permission to celebrate public Masses
starting the week of May 18" at the discretion of the parish pastor. We will begin
having daily Mass on Tuesday, May 19 at 6:30am, and have the regular weekend
Masses on May 23 & 24", Memorial Day weekend. There will be some safety
protocols, and these will be announced next week.
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further notice because there may still be some folks M
who do not feel safe going out in public. He also urges O’(/’i.f:
parishes fo continue their live sfream weekend Masses '

which we will do. | think we're on the upswing of all .
this! Let's hope so. Thanks again for your attention. 4{
/
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The Archbishop has also extended the dispensation Ny
for the obligation to aftend weekend liturgies until ',f)/(/f
C



